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If you want to understand the impact of First Lutheran Church beyond Sunday 
morning, look no further than our day -care center. At a time when Dodge 
County faces a significant shortage of child -care options, our center provides 
something families desperately need: a safe, nurturing, faith -grounded place 
for their children to learn and grow.  

This ministry is not simply a program housed in our building - it is a vital part 
of our mission. It strengthens families, supports the local workforce, and 
connects our church to hundreds of people who may never walk through our 
doors on a Sunday but who experience God ’s love here every day.  

Sometimes, we forget one of our most impactful ministries. It ’s not something 
that draws a lot of attention, but it ’s there every day, doing its thing, so I 
thought it might be a good idea to share a little information about the Early 
Learning Center here at First Lutheran.  

It is true – Dodge County faces a significant shortage of day -care options. In 
the greater Omaha area, Dodge County has the largest gap in child -care and 
accessibility – 28.8% of Dodge County children under the age of 6 are unable 
to find licensed day -care facilities with openings that meet their needs. That 
translates to about 900 children who need day -care without a spot.  When 
parents can ’t find day -care, usually one of them is removed from the 
workforce.  

Our Early Learning Center is a safe and healthy option for families. The Center 
and rooms have controlled access. Staff shares updates with photos several 
times a day with parents. Kids play outside and go for walks when the weather 
is nice, and move into the gym to burn off some of their energy when the 
weather isn ’t cooperating. We ’re upgrading our meals with scratch -made 
breakfasts, lunches, and snacks which means our meals will be healthier with 
less waste.  

The building of faith practices is also a big part of the Early Learning Center ’s 
programming. The kids know several meal prayers and pray before they eat. 
Gina and I read Bible stories, teach music to, and pray with the children each 
week. They ‘read ’ their Bibles with their teachers when they get old enough, 
and we ’re always looking for more ways to bring a little more Jesus into their 
lives. We know that not all of the Early Learning Center families attend church 
on a regular basis, but we ’re doing our part to fulfil the baptismal promises 
every day they ’re here.  

This year, approximately 97% of the Early Learning Center ’s revenue comes 
directly from tuition and registration. The rest is made 
up through fund -raising, donations, and a little help 
from the church. 83% of the ELC ’s expenses come  
from staff expenses, over 5% is given to FLC for 
administrative and building expenses, a little over 7% 
goes to meals, and the remaining expenses are what 
fills our classrooms with learning aids and toys.  

The Early Learning Center is just one of the ways First 
Lutheran reaches outside of our own walls into the 
Fremont community with the love and grace of Christ. 
Please continue to pray for the Early Learning Center 
and the families we serve.  



Sunday Worship at 8:30am & 10:15am  
We hope to see you in person at worship. However, we know there are times that won ’t work. FLC livestreams the 
Sunday 8:30am service. Watch it live or whenever you have time from our Facebook page or go to our website 
www.flcfremont.org and click on the Worship With Us button for more viewing options.  

Wednesday “Pray -lude ” Worship at 6:15pm  
Join us for a mid -week worship service;  including a devotion and prayer prompts based on a current 
contemporary worship song, the hearing of the upcoming Sunday ’s scripture, a short meditation, a few songs, 
and the Celebration of Holy Communion each week.  

Holy Communion is served during all worship services each week.  

Remember to let the church office know if you are facing a health concern or will be in the hospital so someone can be in 
contact with you. If you request, the prayer chain will also be activated. It is also helpful to our FirstCare ministry if yo u l et us 
know about someone who could use a caring call.  

Prayers of healing for Lyn Robart, Dennis (Jon Rensch ’s Father), Bill Miller, Jan Larsen, Shirley Brandert (Amy Spies ’ mother), John Clopper, 
Joy Horn, Gayle Paschall, Virginia Gard, Ron Pronske, Butch Scott, Jeff Glosser, Steve Hall,   Ray Meister, Marge Sperling, Jerry  Schelling, 
Marlin Hultgren (Lori Wells ’ brother), Ted Pratt, Gloria Jensen, Jeff Zimmerman  
Prayers of peace for Ray & Merna Meister on the passing of Myrna ’s sister, Janyce Heywood; for Karma Ellermeier & family on the loss of 
her son -in-law, Chris.  
Baptisms: Harper Jean Poessnecker (6/7),  Daniel Nickolas Hunke (6/21)   

REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 

WORSHIP  

Prayers of thanksgiving for our silver senior friends who have so faithfully 
shared their time, resources, and friendship with our FLC family.  

This month, we honor:  
Dale Collins turning 90 on July 6  

Jeanette Hanen turning 95 on July 23  
Kay Klevemann turning 91 on July 25  
James Hanson turning 91 on July 29  

We want to be deeply intentional about creating a 
culture of congregational care and support —but we 
can ’t do it alone. FirstCare Ministry is a dedicated 
group of volunteers working alongside Deacon 
Karen Melang to visit, care, and pray for members of 
our church family who are home -bound, residing in 
care facilities, or navigating a crisis. Our volunteers 

do vital work, from bringing holy communion to shut -ins and making parish visits, to providing a 
supportive presence during critical life incidents like hospital stays, surgeries, or the loss of a loved one. 
But FirstCare needs your help too. If you have a heart for connection and want to ensure that no one 
in our community faces a difficult season alone, please consider joining our volunteer team today. 
Contact Deacon Karen at 402 -721-2959 or karenm@flcfremont.org to learn more about this amazing 
ministry team and get involved!  

Do you know someone from FLC who needs a visit? Please let us know!  
Deacon Karen and a dedicated team of volunteers “bring ” FLC to those who can ’t participate. Please let us 
know about those hospitalized, rehabbing, in care facilities, or stuck at home, needing a friendly visit, a time of 
prayer, or home communion.  Let Tami or Deacon Karen know by calling the Church Office at 402 -721-2959.  



WOW (Women of the Word) Bible 
Study will meet on Wednesday, 
July 8 at 9:30am in the Heritage 
Room. Eileen Thornburg will lead 

us through Chapter 9  of Max Lucado ’s book, Psalms: Life 
Lessons.  New members are always welcome!  

Men ’s Bible Study is studying the Book of Romans. The 
group meets every Saturday at 8:30am in Room 122. All 
men are invited to join this study.  

Chick Flicks  meets the first Tuesday of each month.  This 
month, we will meet on Tuesday, July 7,  at 6:30pm in the 
FLY Room.  

FLC Women  

Rix Bible Study meets Sunday mornings between 
services in the Conference Room. The group will continue 
their study on Max Lucado ’s Gospel of Luke.  

DISCIPLESHIP  

Faith Circle will meet on Thursday, July 9  in 

the Conference Room at 7:00pm. Michelle 

Jacobsen will lead the lesson. Please bring 

the birthday cake bags that will be collected 

for Care Corps and other locations.  

Whether you ’re a seasoned pro or have never even threaded a needle, we ’d love to have you join our quilting 
group! We meet  every Wednesday at 1:00 PM  in the  Quilting Room (Rm 141)  for an afternoon of creativity 
and conversation.  Don't worry if you don ’t know how to sew —we are more than happy 
to teach you the ropes. There are plenty of ways to help out while you learn (cut, color 
match, tie knots, and more!). Come grab a seat, meet some friendly neighbors, and help 
us piece together something beautiful! All are welcome to come help. Contact Gina 
(ginad@flcfremont.org) with questions.  

We Read And Ponder (WRAP) meets every 2nd and 4th 
Monday mornings from 9:30 -11:00am at the home  
of Norma Moxness (800 N. Garden City Rd.). Join us  
as we WRAP ourselves in God ’s Word. For more 
information, call Norma at 402 -317-9638.  

TLC is the second Tuesday each month and is designed to provide emotional & spiritual 
support to all those who have been touched by cancer. This is a no cost, no commitment 
group that is completely safe & confidential with new topics each month. All materials are 
provided. Facilitators are Nan Merz & Jill Norenberg. Questions? Contact the Church Office.  

Next Session: Tuesday, July 14 , 6:30 -7:30pm at FLC  

Sunday Small Group with Kris Lindgren is taking the 
month of July off. Study will pick back up the first Sunday in 
August.  

Faith Focused (previously: First Monday Morning Bible 
Study) will meet on Tuesday, July 7 , at 10:00am at the 
home of Judy Jorgensen, 1320 Ruth Ave. Sandy 
Roemer will serve as co -hostess. The study will be 
Chapter 7 of Max Lucado ’s book, “Unshakable Hope. ” 
FLC women are invited to participate in this one hour 
study.  

First Lutheran Women will be hosting the North Bend 

Community Band  for a concert on Sunday, July 19 at 

2:00pm in the FLC Mission Center. This is a FREE  event for 

First Lutheran members and the community. The fifty 

member band includes a handful of First Lutheran 

members as well as others from the Fremont area.  

Their repertoire includes marches, patriotic and Broadway 

selections. Ice cream will be served after the performance.  



The Mobile Banquet will be delivering 280 meals  to 
Regency, and LifeHouse on Thursday, July 9, from 
5:30-6:30pm.  

Please consider helping to make this possible with 
your donations of food items, money or time. It's easy, 
sign up online or call the office to offer your help! 
Please deliver donations to the church kitchen by 
NOON on Wednesday, July 8.  

We are collecting haircare items: brushes, 
combs, & accessories as our extra items  

for this month ’s Mobile Banquet.  

Sign up by scanning the QR code or online at 
www.flcfremont.org/ministries/mission -and -outreach  

MISSION & OUTREACH  

We are still actively collecting donations to 
provide meals for our VBS kids and local first 
responders during our Gratitude on Wheels 

event on July 23 from 5:00 -7:00pm! Your generosity 
helps us fuel a fantastic week for the kids and show 
some well -deserved appreciation to the heroes who 
keep our community safe. Every contribution makes a 
huge difference! Thank you for partnering with us to 
spread some joy!  

You can contribute by including your donations in the 
offering plate during service, scanning the QR code 

above, or going on our website  
www.flcfremont.org/ministries/mission -and -outreach.  



CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

Want a mid -week spiritual life? You are invited to 
meet at Milady at 10:00am on Wednesdays for Devos 
and Doodling, a morning hangout for 7th -12th graders. 
Never gone before? That ’s ok! Friends and guests are 
always welcome to attend. Together we read a short 
scripture, share in a short discussion, draw/doodle our 
thoughts about what God is telling us, and pray 
together. It ’s a meaningful time for all! Contact Gina at 
ginad@flcfremont.org with any questions.  

July Summer Serve   
Youth will be meeting on Monday, July 6 from 9:00 -3:00pm. Please have students bring 
their swimming suits, towel, and sunscreen. They do not need close -toed shoes for 
the morning activity, but should still wear their Summer Serve t -shirt!  Looking forward 
to another great day of serving and fun!  

Many thanks to everyone who supported the FLY trip to 
Nashville. Throughout the week, the FLYs experienced 
God ’s presence in powerful and unexpected ways. Some 
felt God at work within them, even when they couldn ’t 
fully explain it. Others began the week with fear and 
uncertainty but left with gratitude for God ’s protection 
and guidance during our days of service.  

The FLYs met residents of Nashville and were reminded 
that we are all God ’s children, each with unique stories 
and experiences. As we served others as the hands and 
feet of Jesus, we also strengthened relationships within 
our group —relationships that will continue to encourage 
and sustain us as we enter the next chapter of our lives.  

If you would like to hear more stories or learn about the 
impact of the trip firsthand, please reach out to Pastor, 
Gina, Kaleb, Shelby, or any of the youth who attended. We 
would love to share where we saw God at work and how 
His grace continues to transform lives.  

Teens and leaders from the Fremont area have been 
preparing for their July tour through music rehearsals 
and drama practices. Please pray for this team as 
they attend Spoudazo NextGen camp July 7–9 and 
travel to Colorado to share the gospel through 
theater.  

Through small -group devotions, large -group activities, 
and rehearsals, these students have grown both in 
their faith and in their relationships with one another. 
We look forward to hearing about their experiences 
and the ways they see God at work in the lives of those 
they meet along the way.  

HOME CONCERT: Mark your calendars! The group will 
perform a home concert on Sunday, July 26 at 6:30pm 
at FLC . We ’d love to support them with a big crowd!  

If you have any questions about Children & Youth Ministry,  
please contact Gina DeBoer at ginad@flcfremont.org or 402 -721-2959  



Happy 4th of July! We plan to “Celebrate America ” as we learn about some of 
the important American symbols of our great country. Although our themes 
are fun, there is no less learning going on. We are still learning about letters, 
counting, praying, and about our God. We will also be focusing on following 
directions, building social skills, and positive relationships.  

We were busy this past month serving our Lord in so many ways; we explored the theme of summer and 
nature. The children enjoyed learning about plants, insects, 
and the changing weather through hands -on activities, 
stories, and outdoor play. We even planted seeds and 
watched them begin to sprout —  a wonderful lesson in 
patience and care.  

We celebrated Father ’s Day in the ELC with a special 
Father ’s Day event held in the Mission Center. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for fathers, uncles, grandpas and 
loved ones to spend quality time together, participate in fun 
activities, and create lasting memories.  

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  



Targeted Giving … (as of 5/31/26)  We want to give people of FLC the opportunity to give in a  targeted  

way around their particular interests and passion, as well as the needs of our mission and 
ministry. The following categories have primarily existed in our Memorial and Special Gift 
Account, but we want you to be aware of these different funds on an on -going basis. Your 
financial support in these  targeted  areas will bring critical support to the ministry of our 
congregation! Thank you for the many ways that you give!  

Worship/Music  $3,380.71  
Technology   $603.15  
Church Home  $456.80  
Building Maint.    $56,198.09  
First Lutheran Youth     $8,904.75  

Bible Camp Scholarshi p  $2,737.51  
Good Samaritan  $2,315.46  
Prayer Shawl  $1,571.97 
Quilt Ministry  $3,964.07  
Children ’s WAM  $2,661.51 

Spoudazo    $6,534.62  
ELC Tuition Assistance    $2,130.17  
Banquet Mobile Meal    $12,638.21  
Youth Trips    $7,947.27  
VBS    $4,255.92  

Monthly Financial Report  

May & June FLC Council Highlights  

• Authorized the renewal of the church ’s property insurance, with some coverage and premium 
adjustments.  

• Authorized strategic planning to begin with a firm named Auxano.  

• Authorized some changes and some engineering expenses for possible additional changes to the 
Mission Center kitchen and Early Learning Center (ELC) spaces.  

• Authorized a request of funds from the Endowment Board for ELC changes.  

• Approved candidate names received from the Nominating Committee.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Dave Poppe, FLC Council Secretary  

*Please reach out to the Church Office if you would like a copy of the Council meeting minutes.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS —  May/June  

Pledged giving was $16K under budget for May and $22.5K under budget YTD. Expenses were $14K under 

budgeted for May to help offset this lower giving. May ended a $10K deficit for the month but remain at a profit of 

$108K YTD. This is $57K better than the YTD budget but $13K less than last year at this time. With softer giving in 

the summer months and a 3 pay period month in June, there is monthly budgeted loss the rest of the fiscal year 

ending 8/31. That, with the costs to replace the boiler, FLC is projected to end with a deficit for the year although 

there are reserves to support this. ELC had a $3k loss for May and project a loss their fiscal year ending 8/31. New 

budget season has started for the new fiscal year. Mark you calendars for the Annual Meeting on September 27th.  

~ Wendy Grosse, Administrator                                    








