April 2026

Do you remember the story of Elijah on Mt Carmel? After years of drought, Elijah
challenges a few hundred false-god-worshipping priests to see whose god is the real
god. The other priests build an altar, throw their sacrificial bull on the altar, and call on
their god to burn up the bull. Nothing happens. They pray harder. Nothing happens.
Elijah makes fun of them so they try even harder. Still, nothing happens.

Elijah builds an altar, throws his bull on the altar, and soaks the whole thing with a
boatload of water. Elijah prays to God to burn up his bull. Fire falls from the sky and
burns everything up, including the rocks. Elijjah wins. (technically, God wins) Elijah
expects all the witnesses to convert to worshipping the one true God, but instead, the
queen vows to Kill Elijah within the next day.

Do you remember the story of Jonah? God wanted him to deliver a message of
repentance to the people of Nineveh. Instead, Jonah ran the other way because he
didn't want to go to Nineveh because he didn't like those people. Jonah gets thrown off
a ship, swallowed by a great fish, and spit out near Nineveh. Jonah concedes to God,
goes to Nineveh and delivers the message. The people repent. God shows them mercy,
and Jonah throws a tantrum of Biblical proportions because he doesn’'t want the
Ninevites to be saved. ?

Do you remember the story of Peter walking on water? The disciples are in their boat
heading to the other side of the lake. A huge storm builds up and threatens the safety
of the disciples. They see a ghost walking on top of the water. Wait, not a ghost, Jesus.
Peter got excited because Jesus invited him to walk on the water also. But Peter got
more than the bottom of his sandals wet as he began to sink. 3

Do you see a pattern starting to form? Things are looking good. We do what God asks
of us. Even the hard stuff. We feel good about everything.

But..the queen still wants you dead, God gives mercy to those you don't like, you still
have moments of doubt.

Do you remember the story of Jesus? One day he’s the grand marshal of an impromptu
parade. A few days later his friends betray him, his people turn against him, and he is
whipped and hung on a cross to die. *

But that wasn't the end of Jesus' story. Nope. There was more. That's when the good
stuff happened - the really good stuff. The tomb was empty and Jesus was alive!

These Bible stories aren’t just Sunday School lessons. These stories give us the truth
about life and about God. Most of us have had our spirits crushed when we thought we
should be in the highest of highs. Maybe it's unexpected changes at work, family feuds,
or a health scare. The truth about life is that sometimes nothing goes right.

In the above stories (and most Bible stories), the bad, sad, depressing, angry, scary parts
is when we see God show up. It's not that God was absent in the beginning of the
stories, it's just that we're too busy in our struggles to see God. When we quit
struggling within ourselves, we can start to see God in the periphery. God starts to get
our attention. Sure, we might argue with him or doubt him but we still see him. It
might take a minute realize what's all going on, but the truth about God is that he
doesn’t abandon us.

He didn't abandon his son on the cross or in the tomb. And he doesn't abandon us, who
are also his daughters and sons, when our lives are at their darkest.

Do you remember the story when God gave up on you? It never happened. God
doesn’t give up on you. And that's the truth about God.

'Start with the 18th chapter of 1 Kings

2Read the entire book of Jonah, it's quite short
*Matthew 14:22-33

“Start with the 26th chapter of Matthew
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERIES

Starting Sunday, April 19

Celebrate 20 Years With Us!

As we look back over the last two decades, our
hearts overflow with gratitude for the church home
God provided us twenty years ago. This building has
been far more than just bricks and mortar; it has
been a sacred storehouse of memories, a refuge in
times of trouble, and a vibrant hub for our spiritual
growth. We praise the Lord for His faithfulness in
establishing this home for our congregation, where
countless prayers have been whispered and lives
have been forever changed. We celebrate this
milestone not just as an anniversary of architecture,
but as a testament to God's enduring grace and the
beautiful cormmunity He has built within these walls.

Join us Sunday, April 12, between services

(9:40-10:10am) to celebrate 20 years of FLC

in our current location!

REMEMBERING IN PRAYER

Prayers of thanksgiving for our silver senior friends
who have so faithfully shared their time, resources,
and friendship with our FLC family.

This month, we honor:

Alan Thomsen turning 90 on April 9
lone Popken turning 94 on April 10
Lorna Berkland turning 98 April 19

Remember to let the church office know if you are facing a health concern or will be in the hospital so someone
can be in contact with you. If you request, the prayer chain will also be activated. It is also helpful to our FirstCare
ministry if you let us know about someone who could use a caring call.

for Lyn Robart, Dennis, Bill Miller, Jan Larsen, Shirley Brandert (Amy Spies’ mother),
John Clopper, Joy Horn, Gayle Paschall, Gene Anderson, Janie Baugh, Virginia Gard, Ron Pronske,
Butch Scott, Jeff Glosser, Laura Brodd, Ruth Rector, Elton DeBoer, & Jeree Menning.
for Brian Laaker and Kay Fitzke and their family on the loss of their father, Leroy
Laaker; for Rod and Melody Chvatal on the loss of Rod's brother Ray Chvatal; for Steve and Ruth Rector

on the loss of Steve's sister, Vicki Anderson.



DISCIPLESHIP

Come experience an afternoon of uplifting music and
reflection at the upcoming FREE concert, "Jesus My
Joy,” on Sunday, April 19 at 3:00pm in the Worship
Center. We are thrilled to host the Lincoln Lutheran
Choir along with their special guests, our very own FLC
Choir, for a performance dedicated to celebrating faith
through song.

will meet on Tuesday,
April 7, at 10:00am at the home of Judy Jorgensen, 1320
Ruth Ave. Mary Ann Thomas will serve as co-hostess. The
study will be Chapter 4 of Max Lucados book,
“Unshakable Hope.” FLC women are invited to participate
in this one hour study.

meets the first Tuesday of each month. We
will continue watching “The Chosen” on Tuesday, April 7,
at 6:30pm in the FLY Room.

Bible

Study will meet on Wednesday,

April 8 at 9.30am in the Heritage

Room. Norma Moxness wiill lead us

through Chapter 6 of Max Lucado's book, Psalms: Life
Lessons. New members are always welcome!

will meet on Thursday, April 9
in the Conference Room at 7:00pm. Sheri
Wilberding will lead the lesson.

meets every 2nd and 4th
Monday mornings from 930-1:00am at the home
of Norma Moxness (800 N. Garden City Rd.). Join us
as we WRAP ourselves in Gods Word. For more
information, call Norma at 402-317-9638.

will continue their study on the Book
of Acts. The group meets every Saturday at 830am in
Room 122. All men are invited to join this study.

with Kris Lindgren will continue their
study on Out of the Mouths of Babes, a booklet of devotions
inspired by the insights of children. Join us on Sunday
mornings between services at 9:30am in the Heritage
Room. All are welcome to join. No prep needed — just
come as you are, ready to listen, share, and grow in faith.

meets Sunday mornings between
services in the Conference Room. The group will continue
their study on Max Lucado's Gospel of Luke.

TLC is the second Tuesday each month and designed to provide emotional & spiritual support
to all those who have been touched by cancer. This is a no cost, no commmitment group that is
completely safe & confidential with new topics each month. All materials are provided.
Facilitators are Nan Merz & Jill Norenberg. Questions? Contact the Church Office.

Next Session: Tuesday, April 14, 6:30-7:30pm at FLC

COME QUILT WITH US!

This year Lutheran World Relief has 800,000 quilts donated! They will be sent to 15 countries and the US when
disasters happen. Our quilters have made and sent over 3,000 quilts to LWR in the past

10 years. Over 100 quilt tops are on shelves waiting to be finished! PLEASE HELP!

Quilters meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm in the Quilting Room (RM 141). Don't know

how to sew? No problem! We need individuals to cut, color match, tie knots, and more!

All are welcome to come help. Contact Gina (ginad@flcfremont.org) with questions.



MISSION & OUTREACH

Backup Bottoms Drive

for Dodge County Head Start
Help keep every child comfortable and confident!

We are excited to announce our partnership with
Dodge County Head Start this April. This local non-profit
provides vital programs supporting the development of
children from birth to age five.

On Sunday, April 12, Director Kristen Fagan will join us
during both worship services to share an overview of
their impactful work in the Fremont area.

WHAT'S CURRENTLY NEEDED:
New sweatpants and underwear (Sizes: 4T-5T)

PURPOSE: To provide backup clothing for children at
Dodge County Head Start in case of accidents or spills
during the school day.

HOW TO HELP:
-Drop off donations at designated collection boxes at FLC.

-Monetary donations are also welcome; we will use
these funds to purchase necessary supplies. You can
give by dropping off a check at the church office or by
giving online at www.flcfremont.org/events.

Together, we can make sure every child has what they
need to learn and play comfortably!

The Mobile Banquet will be delivering meals to the
YMCA, LifeHouse, and ASPIRE on Thursday, April 9,
from 5:30-6:30pm. Please consider helping to make
this possible with your donations of food items,
money or time. It's easy, sign up online or call the
office to offer your help! Please deliver donations to
the church kitchen by NOON on Wednesday, April 8.

We are collecting candy as our extra item for
this month’s Mobile Banquet.

Sign up by scanning the QR code or online at
www.flcfremont.org/events.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EAFAE2DA2FFC43-55327452-flcmobile#/

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

APRIL CONFIRMATION DETAILS

Wednesday, April 8; 7:00-8:30pm - Class for 7th & 8th
graders. We will wrap up the year and review each
student's expectations. 8th grade Faith projects,
experiences, service projects, and sermon notes are
due this day. Please drop off your confirmation board
and project by class time on the 8th. Contact Gina
before the 8th if you want clarification on any service
events or worship experiences you have completed or
need to finish.

Sunday, April 19; 5:30pm - Confirmation Banquet
with rehearsal, photos, and project presentations.
Rehearsal begins at 5:30pm. The night will conclude
around 8:00pm. Details will be sent via email. 8th
graders are required to attend this event. 7th graders
and Confirmation partners are encouraged to attend
the presentations, beginning by 7:00pm. Contact Gina
with any questions.

Wednesday, April 22; 7:00pm - Confirmation Faith
Walk. FLC promises to support our Confirmation
students through their confirmation years and
beyond. As a church, FLC blesses each student and
prays for them as they choose to follow Jesus and
affirm their Baptismal promises. 8th grade students
and parents will travel through stations in the
sanctuary receiving these prayers and blessings on
Wednesday, April 22 at 7:00pm. Keep all these
students and families in your prayers as they take this
big step in their faith journey.

Spoudazo NextGen 2026: “KnowNO-God"
Rehearsals begin on May 26 and will be held
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6:30-
830pm. Camp is July 7th-9th from 9:00am-
3:.00pm. Tour dates are July 15-19 with the
home concert being held at FLC on July 26.
The group will head West into Colorado on tour, the cost is
$350. Registration and $100 of the total cost is due by
April 30, 2026. Scan the QR code or go online to
www flcfremont.org/events to register.

College Small Group Leaders Wanted!

College leaders are an integral part of the Spoudazo
team. We are currently accepting applications from
college aged students wanting to be a small group
leader in Spoudazo NextGen. Go to www flcfremont.org/
childrenministry to fill out the application.

e Wed, Apr 1, 7-9:00pm, FLY Rm

o Fri, Apr 3, 8:00pm-6am, HS Lock-In

e Wed, Apr 8, 7-9:00pm, FLY Rm

e Wed, Apr 15, 7-9:00pm, FLY Rm

e Sun, Apr 19, 5-8.00pm, Serve at Confirmation Banquet
e Wed, Apr 22, 7-9:00pm, FLY Rm

e Wed, Apr 29, 7-9:00pm, FLY Rm

e Wed, Apr 1, 7-8:30pm, MS FLYs, Middle Rm

e Wed, Apr 8, 7-830pm, Confirmation, Projects Due**

e Wed, Apr 15, 7-830pm, MS FLYs, Middle Rm

¢ Sun, Apr 19, 6:00pm, Confirmation Banquet & Presentations
e Wed, Apr 22, 7.00pm, 8th Grade Faith Walk

e Sun, Apr 26, 830am or 10:15am, Confirmation Sunday

e Wed, Apr 29, 7-830pm, MS FLYs, Middle Rm

e Wed, Apr 1, 330-5pm, Middle Rm
e Wed, Apr 8, 3:30-5pm, Middle Rm
e Wed, Apr 15, 3:30-5pm, Middle Rm
e Wed, Apr 22, 3:30-5pm, Middle Rm
e Wed, Apr 29, 3:30-5pm, Middle Rm

1st Communion Celebrations!
Congratulations to these students who have
completed their First Coommunion training
and will receiving the Sacrament at the
Lord's table for the first timme during 7:00pm
worship on Maundy Thursday, April 2.

Leila Hively e Cooper Kallhoff @ Crosby Kroeger
Bentley Larsen e Isabella Morgan e Weston Novotny
Lincoln Peters e Maeli Petersen e Owen Prohaska
Saylor Miller e Elin Vrba e Mya Whitemore
Emmy Wilcox e Lucy Wilcox e Nora Wilcox

High School FLYs will be
spending the night at
FLC on Friday, April 3.
Join us for Good Friday
worship at 7.00pm and
stick around to spend
time reflecting on this
Lenten season and what God has done for you. Through
scripture, games, food, and fellowship, the group will build
their relationship with Christ and each other.

We're Looking for Sweet Treat Makers!
Contact Gina DeBoer (ginad@flcfremont.org) if you
can make cookies or brownies for the kids.

Youth Formation Co-Op Update: The FLC team participating in the ELCA Youth Formation Co-op will travel to
Carol Joy Holling on Saturday, April 18th for a day of teambuilding, renewal, and strategic planning for the youth
ministry at FLC. Please keep the team in your prayers as they aim to provide a meaningful youth ministry
program for our youth. The team consists of Levi DeBoer, Nichole Fairhead, Kris Lindgren, Nick Prenzlow, Zoe

Kenney, Pastor Greg and Gina DeBoer.



EARLY LEARNING CENTER

We are proud to share some exciting news! The Early Learning Center
(ELC) recently received a 100% mark on our DHHS State evaluation! This
outstanding score reflects the hard work, dedication, and passion of our
incredible staff who strive every day to create a safe, nurturing, and high-
quality learning environment for our children.

We're grateful for the support of our families and community who make our center such a special
place. Together, we continue to build a strong foundation for our youngest learners to grow, explore,
and succeed. Thank you to our amazing team for making this achievement possible!

Aaah ... Spring! The ELC kids will be getting outside as much as possible and enjoying the rebirth of
the earth. We can’t wait to get outside and enjoy the wonders of God’'s world! We had so much fun in
March! We celebrated Dr. Seuss week with some crazy days full of hats, PJs, silly socks, and much more!
We also had lots of fun on St. Patrick’'s Day! Our Preschool class started the “Look Who's Hatching”
project with Lisa Poppe from Nebraska Extension in

Dodge County! The eggs are now in the incubator,

and the kids are very excited to see what will hatch.

The Week of the Young Child is April 12th-18th
The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration
sponsored by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the world's
largest early childhood education association.

The purpose of the Week of the Young Child is to focus
public attention on the needs of young children and
their families and to recognize the early childhood
programs and services that meet those needs.

Monday is Music Monday
Tuesday is Tasty Tuesday
Wednesday is Work Together Wednesday
Thursday is Artsy Thursday
Friday is Family Friday

Thank you for sharing your children with us and
being a part of our ELC family! Happy Easter!



Wetcome Owr Newest FLC Wiembers!

Following the EXPLORE class on March 1, 2026. These members

552‘?’52 have decided to make FLC their church home. Please help in
those who welcoming them to the FLC family: Jean & Delbert Lennie,
attend our Zach & Emily Cram, Charlee, Frankie, & Radley

Explore class

on March 1 Ron & Margaret Schultz, Spenser & Kelsey Petz & Hannah.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS — March

March FLC Council Highlights

o Blinds for Sunday School and ELC rooms are scheduled to be installed on April 16.
« Authorized the purchase of a new 15 passenger van at a cost of about $57,000.

« Authorized the replacement of our water softener for about $14,000.

o Authorized a five-year extension of the lease of our farmable land, continuing with the current
lessee.

Respectfully Submitted by Dave Poppe, FLC Council Secretary
**Please reach out to the Church Office if you would like a copy of the Council meeting minutes.

February Actual February Budget YTD Budget YTD Actual Prior YTD

Pledged Giving $ 68,531.33 $ 75,000.00 $ 508,000.00 $ 523,131.71 $ 517,692.51

General Income $ 77,05588 $ 81,197.17 $ 55993798 §$ 592,189.79 §$ 566,510.27

Mission Income $ 4,633.06 $ 5475.00 $ 35,250.00 % 32,336.89 $ 38,581.50

Expenses $ 7546445 $ 88,04734 $ 53097596 $ 51791501 $ 512,556.67

Net Profit/(Loss) $ 6,224.49 $ (1,375.17) $ 64,212.02 $ 10661167 $ 92,535.10

Building Maintenance Fund Contributions $ 4,1 58.00 $ 28,1 41.57 $ 20,355.00
Build Fund Balance 48,077.19

Pledged giving was slightly under budget for February. Expenses were also under budgeted for the month.
February ended with a positive bottom line and a strong YTD balance that is ahead of budget (although this has
been another year of increased maintenance and repair expenses). This would indicate FLC should end the fiscal
year August 31st with a positive bottom line vs the budgeted deficit. What a blessing! We continue to work
through the project list with donors including new conference tables, new library furniture and an additional van
for the upcoming youth trip to name a few. Lawn care, phone/internet contracts and soon P&L insurance
contracts have been reviewed to ensure the best and most affordable options are in place. ELC remains in a
deficit YTD with rate increases going in effect in March. Anticipate ELC will break even to a slight deficit for their
fiscal year ending 8/31. Happy Easter - He is risen indeed!

~ Wendy Grosse, Administrator

Targeted Giving... (as of 2/28/26) We want to give people of FLC the opportunity to give in a targeted
way around their particular interests and passion, as well as the needs of our mission and
ministry. The following categories have primarily existed in our Memorial and Special Gift
Account, but we want you to be aware of these different funds on an on-going basis. Your
financial support in these targeted areas will bring critical support to the ministry of our
congregation! Thank you for the many ways that you give!

Worship/Music $3,835.51 Bible Camp Scholarship $5,332.51 Spoudazo $3,288.01
Technology $623.14 Good Samaritan $2,315.46 ELC Tuition Assistance  $2,130.17

Church Home $325.76 Prayer Shawl $1,571.97 Bangquet Mobile Meal $7,337.25
Building Maint. $48,077.19 Quilt Ministry $3,964.07 Youth Trips $7,707.70

First Lutheran Youth $4,654.75 Children's WAM $2,258.19 VBS $-1,513.43







