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Meet the Pastoral 

Candidate 

 

Worship @  

8:45 & 10:45 am 

I’m writing this just a few 
days before Christmas, 
and I’m looking forward to 
the celebrations of the birth 
of the Christ child on 
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day! And after that, I 
look forward to the celebra-
tion of a new year. 
 

The celebration of a new year means different things to different 
people. It is not a religious holiday, but it is an opportunity for  
people of faith to reflect. We might reflect on the past year. How 
has God blessed us? How have we responded to God’s love in 
Christ Jesus? Where have we fallen short? 
 

We can’t predict everything that is going to come our way in the 
coming new year. But we can ask ourselves, how can we live out 
the love of God in Christ that we just celebrated on Christmas? 
How can we live out the love of God that we will recall again when 
Lent and Easter come our way in just a few short months? 
 

What might come from such reflection? A new ministry is one  
possibility. Because it just happened! After we ended the original 
Banquet at First Lutheran last year, some members and staff began 
to reflect on what it might look like if we took meals out to neighbor-
hoods. What has emerged is a ministry coming to be known as the 
Mobile Banquet. Joseph’s Closet has been reactivated for the cold 
weather season, and coats made available at the meal site. Thanks 
to all who have been part of this emerging ministry! 
 

And while it is not a service ministry, an opportunity for men to 
come together weekly to dwell in the Word is starting just after this 
new year. This grew out of some conversation and reflection a 
number of guys engaged in for some time now.  A weekly men’s 
bible study begins Saturday, January 6 at 8:30 am.  I’ll be leading a 
study of the Book of Jonah. It is hoped this group will eventually be 
led by lay people. Another new ministry! 
 

continued on next page... 

January 14 

Special 

Congregational 

Meeting 

@ 9:45 am 

Red Cross Blood 

Drive 

 

January 7 

7:30 am—12 



Worship 

continued from previous page… 
 

I’ve been doing some personal reflection as well. I’ve shared with the synod office and others that once my 
work as a transitional pastor is done here at First and down in Omaha at Rejoice, I am retiring from active 
ministry. And so I’m starting to reflect on ways I might serve God and others outside of pastoral ministry. 
I’ve got some ideas. 
 

When we stop to reflect, as individuals or as a congregation, we will discover or rediscover opportunities to 
serve human need, or to care for creation. 
 

As you enter this new year, may you reflect on what God may be placing in your life in the way of opportu-
nities to share the love of God for the world. That love we just celebrated this Christmas. 
 
Pastor Duane Miller 

January 2024 
Sunday Worship Returns to 

8:45 & 10:45 am 
Holy Communion served on the first and third Sundays 

 
Might you be willing to help with Hospitality on Sunday mornings?  If you are available to help greet, usher or serve  

communion, please contact Tami Hall or signup from the Ministry Opportunities button on our website. 

Lon & Carol Bohling in honor of the 
First Lutheran Staff 

Brian & Pam Brodd 

Barbara & Richard  Coke in honor or 
their children and  
grandchildren 

Mike & Kathy Divis  

Sherie Ebers in memory of Jim Ebers 

Evelyn Eldridge in memory of Edwin 
Eldridge 

Carl & Kim Falk Family  

Ron & Julie Fechner in memory of our 
parents 

Carol Fenske in memory of her  
parents, Jean & Harold Miller 

Shirley Flanagan  

Dave & Julie  Grimm  

Kirk & Donna Hillrichs in honor of 
daughter Angela Bang and  
granddaugther Annabelle Bang 

Michelle Jacobsen in memory of  
Marlene Peters 

Dwyane & Niki Jesse Family in 
memory of Dwayne's mom Phyllis 

JoAnne Jessen in memory of loved 
ones 

Christie  Johnson in memory of Myron & 
Prudy Nissen, Tammy Sukstorf 

Beth Kindler  

Dwayne & Lucy Klocke in memory of 
our parents and Lucy's brothers 

Keith Lallman 

Janae Lamme & family in memory of 
Alex Lamme 

Lyle & Jan Larsen  

Kris & Eric Lindgren  

Linda Lynch  

Jenny Maenner in memory of Ann 
Lallman 

Joan  Martin in memory of family 

Duane & Judi McKenzie  

Jeree & John Menning  

Dave & Lea Millie  

 

Norma Moxness in memory of Dave 
Moxness 

LaVonne Nelsen  

Rob & Carol Nielsen in Memory of their 
parents, Bill & Marge Stratbucker and 
Don Nielsen 

Gail Nielsen in memory of Nancy Nielsen 

Faith Perry thinking of ill family members 

Evelyn Perry in honor of Pastor Miller and 
staff 

David & Kathy Pinkall 

Marv & Janet Porter  

Jim & Connie Svatora in memory of Rob-
ert & Dana Arnold and Jim & Esther 
Svatora 

Tom & Trudy Tamke  

Jan Wolfe  

Ron & Charlotte Young in honor of  
Beulah Larsen 

Thank you to those who have sponsored our poinsettias and other Christmas decorations this season. 



Women’s Study Groups: All women are invited to join these study groups.  New faces always welcome! 
 

WOW (Women of the Word) - The WOW (Women of the Word) Bible Study will meet at church on Wednesday, 
January 10, at 9:30 am in the Heritage Room. Linda Texley will be your host. The lesson will be Chapter 8 of Bad 
Girls of the Bible. 
 
Faith Study Group - Faith Study Group will meet at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 11, in the conference room. 
Wendy Olson lead the lesson.  

Discipleship 

First Lutheran Women hosted an evening Christmas event featuring the music talents of 
Kevin & Heidi Cheng. One hundred fifteen guests attended and enjoyed the music and  
fellowship afterward. Seven First Lutheran men helped serve the event and Pastor Duane 
gave the devotion. 
 
Beth Meyer was recognized at the event for her leadership of First Lutheran Women. The 
First Lutheran Women’s Leadership Team will be led in 2024 by Eileen Thornburg--
president, JoAnne Jessen—vice-president, and Carol Bohling—secretary.  Wendy Grosse, 
a non-voting member of the FLW Leadership Team, serves as treasurer.  Other members 
of the team and serving as Service Coordinators are Evelyn Eldridge, Lucy Klocke and 
Pam Spevak.  We welcome Wendy Olson to the Leadership Team.  Beth Meyer continues 
to serve as a team member.  

Pastor Duane will lead a Bible study on Saturday morn-
ings at 8:30 am beginning January 6. All men are invited 
to this study which will focus on the book of Jonah. 
Bring your own coffee or morning beverage. 

Everyone is invited to join in the new study beginning 
Sunday, January 21, at 9:45 in the Heritage Room. 
NOOMA is a series of short films that explore our world 
from a perspective of Jesus. Jesus encouraged his  
listeners to search, to question, to wrestle with the impli-
cation of what he was saying and doing. Nooma is an 
invitation to search, question and join the discussion. 
Come as your schedule allows. 



Mission and Outreach 
See the many gifts God has given through His people. 

 

Mobile Banquet:  The next meal for the Mobile Banquet will be served on January 11. 
Watch the Ministry Announcements and the weekly e-mails for details of what will be need-
ed.  You are always encouraged to call the church office and we will help get you plugged 
in to help. 

  

Pizza for Midland University:  Some First Lutheran Midland alum helped provide a pizza meal during 
Thanksgiving Break for those students left on campus.  About 20 students shared in the pizza, pop, and treats and 
leftovers were distributed through the Warrior Cupboard.  They mailed a thank you note to First Lutheran for the 
meal. 
 

Snow Touchups: We have been lucky so far and have only had minimal snow removal at the 
church. Please consider being a Sunday morning snow touchup volunteer. We are in need of volun-
teers to help with keeping the entrances cleared of snow during services on Sunday mornings. This 
is a great service opportunity for service groups, families, or individuals. It would involve keeping the 
entrances cleared and salted after the snow removal company does their initial sweep. Shifts are 
7:00-9:30 and 9:30-noon. You can pick your own dates and sign up for a part or the whole morning! 
Sign up from the weekly e-news, on our website, or fill out a yellow card at worship. 
 

The Quilters: The Quilters are busy working to meet their goal of 300 quilts for 2024.  Your donations of cotton 
fabric are always appreciated.  Pre-cut squares are available at the office reception desk if you would like to sew 
tops together.  Please let the church office know if you would be willing to sew bindings to finish the quilts.  The 
group gathers each month to tie the quilts.  No experience necessary.  Come for the fellowship.  Hope to see you on 
Wednesday, January 17, at 1:00 pm. 
 

January Mission Collection: During the month of January we will be collecting 
household cleaning supplies for Lutheran Family services.  These items assist their  
clients with everyday needs. Items requested by LFS are: brooms, mops & buckets, 
sponges, all-purpose cleaning spray, toilet brushes, toilet bowl cleaner, dish 
soap, laundry detergent, disinfectant wipes, trash bags, paper towels, hand soap, 
and cleaning towels.  Amazon wish list will be posted on our website for your shop-
ping convenience or to get ideas for what you might want to give.  

Children and Youth 

Important Youth Programming Dates: 
 
WAM Kids (Worship Arts Ministry for Kids)  
Wednesdays 4:30-6:00 pm - Resumes January 10 
 
Confirmation 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm  

January 3 – Guide Training (No Confirmation class) 
January 10 – Confirmation class resumes 
January 17 – Confirmation Fellowship Event 

 
First Lutheran Youth (FLYs) 
Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 pm  
January 3 – Game Night for FLYs  7pm-9pm 
January 10 – Destination Unknown 
 
KidsFirst 
Sundays 9:45-10:40am - Resumes January 7 

KidsFirst provided 
special music for 
the 10:45 service 
on December 10. 



Spend Time With God 
By Tracey Vrba 

 
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) 
 
Throughout his life, Jesus teaches by example to spend time with God. As a child, although his parents 
thought he was lost, he enjoyed conversation about God in his Father’s house (Luke 2:41-52). After feeding 
the 5,000, Jesus “went up on a mountainside by himself to pray” (Matthew 14:23 NIV). Jesus often went off 
alone to pray after performing miracles and speaking to crowds. The night of his betrayal, Jesus prayed in 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46). 
 
If the son of God needs time alone with the Father to renew his mind, how much more do we need time 
with God! 
 
The pattern of this world leans toward conflict, addiction, war, and disconnection from God. Renewing our 
minds to be transformed requires time with God, in His Word and in prayer. That is the hope that Jesus 
brings as a newborn baby, Immanuel God with us in The Word. And, as Jesus resurrected, breathing the  
Holy Spirit into His disciples to share with the world. 
 
The more time we spend in The Word and in prayer, the more we learn God’s will for our lives. The more we 
learn how to follow God’s will. The more we turn to God when life gets hard. It takes practice and constant 
renewing of our minds by the Holy Spirit. Because the patterns of the world are not only hard, but bold and 
distracting. 
 
Here are three simple ways to spend time with God each day: 

1. Memorize scripture. 
2. Practice gratitude. 
3. Pray and journal your prayers. 

 
How much time are you spending with God daily? How might spending daily time with God change your 
life and the lives of those around you? 

The First Lutheran 
Youth (FLYs) sold 

cookies in November 
and used the  

proceeds to buy 
Christmas gifts for  
10 children in our  

community. 

Advent Craft 

ELC 
Christmas 
Program 



 
Seek & Find Him 

A Poem 
 

Find Him in the morning 
Before you wash your face 
Find Him in the evening 
When you need the most Grace 
 
Seek Him in the sunshine 
Feel Him through the rain 
Seek Him in each moment 
Even through the pain 
 
Love others just as He does 
In a strong unconditional way 
Trust Him in His leading 
Each second of the day 
 
Find Him in the sorrow 
In the suffering, in loss 
Remember Him in joy, in love 
For you He paid the cost 
 
Though you may not feel Him 
Know He is always there 
Standing right beside you 
And in your heart so near 
 
Before you start each day 
And each second throughout 
Call on His name in prayer 
With all you worry about 
 
His Love can ease your fears 
His Spirit will show the way 
His Will is best for all 
So follow Him day after day 
 
His arms were stretched wide 
The day they took His life 
He is coming back soon 
To take His Church, His Wife 
 
We don’t have to wait 
To feel His love or embrace 
If He is in our heart 
His Love shines on our face 
 
So spend time daily 
In prayer, gratitude, and love 
With your Creator, Savior,  
    Counselor 
In your heart and up above 
 
 
Copyright Tracey M Vrba 

Cross+Generational Live Nativity Event on December 20 
Thanks to all who came, helped and invited others to come. 



Targeted Giving…  (as of 11/30/2023)   We want to give people of FLC the opportunity to give in 

a targeted way around their particular interests and passion, as well as the needs of our mission and minis-
try. The following categories have primarily existed in our Memorial and Special Gift Account, but we want 
you to be aware of these different funds on an on-going basis. Your financial support in these targeted areas 
will bring critical support to the ministry of our congregation! Thank you for the many ways that you give!  

Worship/Music  $8,189.65 

Technology $3,332.41 

Church Home $6,829.94 

Building Maint. $5,997.28 

KidsFirst $2,933.58 

First Lutheran Youth     $8,959.54 

Bible Camp Scholarship $5,784.21 

Good Samaritan  $2,790.46 

Radio Broadcast $4,451.00 

 

Prayer Shawl  $1,214.47 

Quilt Ministry $3,021.18 

Children’s WAM $604.09 

Spoudazo $4,050.60 

Zoe! $2,793.07 

Monthly Financial Report 

Pledged giving made budget for November and is only $8k below budget YTD. What a blessing! Expenses were 
close to budget for November. The month ended with a profit of $31.K due to some deficit relief contributions. As 
a result, YTD we are now in the BLACK!  God is good! December is looking to be a positive month as well. God 
is so good!  Building Fund contributions continue to come in to help offset costs of unexpected repairs that con-
tinue to occur as the building ages. Thanks to everyone for their continued commitment to FLC and it's many 
missions.  May the new year bring continued positivity and blessings!   ~   Wendy Grosse, Administrator     

Men’s Bible Study will be starting on January 6, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. 

December has seen a notable increase in church attendance. 

Pastoral sharing agreement continues to progress well – recently Pastor Duane has been traveling between the two 
congregations daily. 

Respectfully Submitted by Derek Fey, Secretary of FLC Council 

 ** Full minutes are available upon request 

Council Highlights - December 

Council Members: Jeree Menning (President), Grant Prenzlow (Vice President), Derek Fey (Secretary), Michelle 
Beran (Treasurer), Lon Bohling, Dustin Everitt, Cheryl Henderson, Dawn Koehlmoos, Eric Lindgren, Diane Paseka, 
Matt Ridder, and Alison Zuch. 

   Nov Actual   Nov Budget   YTD Budget   YTD Actual   Prior YTD  

 Pledged Giving   $70,232.85   $70,000.00   $190,000.00   $181,970.67   $179,013.01  

        

General Income  $86,474.72   $72,726.66   $198,389.98   $204,618.72   $187,901.51  

 Mission Income   $22,358.06   $6,754.16   $15,512.48   $29,184.73   $14,468.08  

Expenses  $77,171.46   $76,628.50   $238,530.50   $227,785.02   $221,035.39  

 Net Profit/(Loss)   $31,661.32   $2,852.32   $(24,628.04)  $6,018.43   $(18,665.80) 

        

 Building Fund Contributions   $3,511.00     $7,317.67   $ 36,705.25  

            

 Build Fund Balance  $5,997.28       

            



Altar Flowers and Radio Broadcast:   
Signup to be a Radio or Altar Flowers sponsor in 2024. Radio broadcast sponsors are $160 each week and Altar 
Flower sponsors are $50 each week. Sign up online from our website or call the church office. 
 

Weather-Related Closings:  
The closing of the church would be a last resort but we want to protect the safety of our 
members and employees.  If the occasion arises where we need to close the church and 
cancel service for weather or other events: 
• Sunday worship services and any event(s) at FLC will be held at the discretion of FLC 

Leadership. 
• The Early Learning Center will close or open late at the discretion of the Early Learning 

Center Director.  
 
The decision to close the office, open late, or cancel service will be made no later than 7 am or 2 hours prior to 
scheduled events.  The notification will be posted on the FLC social media pages and announced on KHUB, KETV, 
KMTV, and WOWT as able.   
 

Remember to let the church office know if you are facing a health concern and will be in the hospital so someone 
can be in contact with you. If you request, the prayer chain will also be activated.  
 
Prayers of peace for the family and friends of  

• Shirley Appleget 
• Edith Andreasen 
• Linda Lynch on the loss of her brother, Howard Christiansen and sister Kathy Huscroft 
• Joyce Ball 
• Richard Vannoy 
• Janie & Dean Baugh on the loss of her brother Richard Stewart 
 

 
 
Birthday Celebration: You are invited to send birthday wishes to Beulah Larsen as she celebrates her  
103rd birthday on January 3.  Mail to 1914 Aspley Ct, Houston, TX 77094. 

Remembering in Prayer 

More First Lutheran News 

Attention: Thrivent Members 
 
If you are a Thrivent member, we need 
you! 
 

Thrivent Action Cards are a way you 
can give to FLC ministries. 
 

We are encouraging Thrivent members to apply for an action card 
for an FLC event. 
 

These funds supplement ministries where FLC is working to  
impact our community. 
 

Members received cards this year that benefitted the FLYs, the 
Mobile Banquet and our upcoming Live Nativity. These ministries 
are meant to encourage people in our community and beyond. 
Please call Tami Hall at the church office for more information on 
ways you can help make a difference. 


