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March 2023 

Lent Wednesdays 
 

Meal: 5:15-6:00 pm 
 

Worship: 6:15 pm 

I had the opportunity last fall to join an online group of rostered 
leaders in the Nebraska Synod to discuss a book entitled How to 
Lead When You Don’t Know Where You Are Going; Leading in a 
Liminal Season by Susan Beaumont. 
 

I had started to read the book during my interim ministry assign-
ment in West Union Iowa in 2021, but other things got my attention, 
including my coming here to Fremont to be your Transitional  
Minister. 
 

What’s a liminal season? It a 
time of transition in the life of a 
person or organization “in be-
tween something that has ended 
and something else that is not 
ready to begin.” The period of 
our recent history during and 
now after the pandemic is but 
one liminal season.  Pastoral 
transitions are another.  In pastoral transitions there is disconnec-
tion from the past leader and as a result there is some loss of iden-
tity. A new sense of direction, and an enhanced sense of identity, 
isn’t always apparent.  And so the time of transition can be difficult 
because we don’t know what new thing God might be doing in the 
way of congregational mission and ministry, let alone who the new 
leader might be. 
 

The challenge for anyone when we’re not quite sure where we are 
going is to remember that past measures of vitality and success 
might no longer apply. The challenge for us in a liminal season is to 
be open to wonder and curiosity as we discern what God in Christ 
has in mind for our lives and for the church.  
 

I’ll give a personal example. I’ve been mulling retirement from  
interim ministry for some time now, and thought a time or two I 
might pull the trigger on it. My friends laugh because I haven’t done 
it yet, and I’ve stopped trying to plan a given date. I used to think I 
needed to have it all nailed down in terms of timeframes and  

 

continued on next page… 

First Communion 

Workshop 
 

April 5 
 

See details inside 

Leave your star cross 

displayed, but unlit 

through Lent. 

 

We will relight them on 

Easter Sunday! 



Worship 

Sundays  
Worship @ 8:45 and 10:45 am 

Holy Communion served  
on the first and third Sundays 

KidsFirst Sunday School at 9:45 am 
 

Wednesdays through March 29 
Meal served 5:15-6:00 pm 
Lenten Worship at 6:15 pm 

Discipleship 

continued from previous page… 

 
involvements, but I’ve learned that I can’t and probably won’t know all the details until it actually happens. 
Retirement, and how I’ll use my time and energy, will become apparent, in God’s time. So now I just 
wonder, and try not to be anxious, about what this new chapter in my life will look like. 
 
I’m confident God has a new thing in mind for First Lutheran as we move into the search for new pastoral 
leadership under the direction of the Pastoral Call Committee. It will take time. In the meantime, we can be 
reassured that, even in the midst of dislocation from a pastoral vacancy and a pandemic, God is birthing 
something new for the mission and ministry of this congregation. 
 

Pastor Duane 

Spring Flowers and Easter Lilies:  We will be asking for sponsors for the spring flowers 
that will decorate the Worship Center for Easter. The cost of the plants was not available when this 
newsletter was published. Watch for information coming soon. 
 

 
First Communion Workshop: At FLC we leave it to parents to decide when you think 
your child is ready to take Communion (for some this may be much younger and others it may be 
older). First communion preparation will be offered on Wednesday, April 5, 6:30-7:30 pm for youth 
and their faith mentors. Families will work together to explore the deep mystery and truths of 
God’s body and blood given and shed for us. Please let Heidi Richmond (heidir@flcfremont.org) 
know if you plan to attend. 

Maundy Thursday– April 6 
Worship @ 7:00 pm 

Holy Communion served  
 

Good Friday—April 7 
Worship at 7:00 pm 

 

Easter Sunday—April 9 
8:45 & 10:45 

Holy Communion served 

Chairs + Prayers + Praise!  

 

Please join us as we offer prayers for those that will gather to praise and worship God during 

Holy Week and Easter. We are seeking individuals and families willing to physically come 

gather in prayer over the worship chairs at FLC during Holy Week. A written prayer will be 

provided or you can choose your own prayer. This will begin on Palm Sunday, April 2, and 

continue through Wednesday, April 5. You pick the time that best works for you. Please con-

tact Tami Hall if you are willing to be a part of this prayer ministry. 



Women’s Groups: All women are invited to join these study groups.  New faces always welcome! 
 

WOW (Women of the Word) - The WOW (Women of the Word) Bible Study will meet at church on Wednesday, 
March 8, at 9:30 am in the Heritage Room. Pam Spevak will lead the discussion on Chapter 14 of Unshakeable 
Hope by Max Lucado. 
 
Faith Study Group - Faith Study Group will meet at 7 pm on Thursday, March 9, in the Conference Room. 
Michelle Jacobsen will lead the study. 
 
Chick Flicks - This group of women meet monthly to watch a video or movie followed by some discussion time.  
Newcomers are welcome to join in on the first Tuesday (March 7) of each month at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room. 
Bring your own snack or snacks to share.   
 

The Breakfast Club: Anyone is welcome to join our Thursday morning group who help out with tasks for an 
hour around the church and then spend time together over coffee and treats. The group meets each Thursday at 
9:00 am. If you have any questions, contact Tami Hall or just come on a Thursday morning.  

Discipleship 

We have heard there may be some interest in Men’s Ministry here at First 
Lutheran. To help get things going, we would like to know who is interested 
and what kind of ministry/activities this would include. 
 
In March, there will be opportunities at worship and through weekly  
email to express your interest in participation or as a leader of group.  
 
Think about what ministries might be included: 

• Bible Study 
• Men’s Fellowship 
• Book Study 
• Father/Son group 
• Community Outreach 
• OR another idea you may have 

New Member Session 
 

Are you or someone you know interested in becom-
ing a member here at First Lutheran?  A New Mem-
ber Session has been scheduled for Sunday, March 
26, at 9:45 am. During this time, you will learn a little 
about programs and ministries of FLC and where our 
congregation is being led. Fill out a yellow card at 
worship or let Tami Hall in the church office know 
that you plan to attend.  

Journey of Stones 
 
Stay after worship on Wednesday nights and spend a 
little time with Pastor Duane discussing the night’s  
sermon theme. 
 
Kris Lindgren is leading a Journey of Stones book study 
on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in Room 133. 
 
 
 
 
 

How The Bible Came To Be 
Everyone is invited to attend this study led by  

Pastor Duane in the Heritage Room. 

 
Sunday mornings @ 9:45 

through March 19 

Call Committee 
 

The Pastoral Call Committee was installed on Sun-
day, February 19: Dave Kirby (Chair),  Dick Coke, 
Michelle Jacobsen, Steve Slykhuis, Tammy Rensch 
and Val Prenzlow. We thank them for their willing-
ness to serve our congregation in this role. Please 
keep the committee in your prayers as they begin the 
process to find our next Lead Pastor. 



Mission and Outreach 
See the many gifts God has given through His people. 

The Quilters: The Quilters will meet on Wednesday, March 15, at 1 pm to tie quilts. Please come 
for fun and fellowship.  Right now the group has plenty of fabric. They can use quilts and lightweight 
blankets as liners for the quilts. Bring your donations to the church office. 
 

Looking for a project you can do at home?  The Quilters need someone who can sew the bindings on 
the quilts to finish them. This can be done at your home at your convenience. Contact the church office 
if you are willing to do this. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Deacon Karen Melang gives out prayer shawls as part of the 
FirstCare visitation ministry.  Did you know you can ask First Lutheran for a prayer shawl to give 
to someone who could benefit from being wrapped in love and prayer?  
 

Anyone can make prayer shawls to donate to the ministry.  If you like to crochet or knit, you can 
use any pattern and make a shawl. There is yarn available at the church office for you to use to make prayer shawls. 
 

THANK YOU to the Prayer Shawl Ministry:  The wonderful shawl you gave me is a comfort and 
made in my favorite color.  I take it with me to my treatments.  It reminds me of God’s love that  
surrounds me.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  Sincerely, Shirley Brandert. 

Lutheran Disaster Response: With recent 
earthquakes in Turkey, First Lutheran will be taking 
a special offering for Lutheran Disaster Response. 
Ways to give: 

 Make checks payable to FLC with LDR in the 
memo line and leave your gift in the offering 
basket or drop it off at the church office. 

 Use the link on the Events page of our website.  
 Text the dollar amount followed by DISASTER 

to 402-999-4983.  If this is your first time giving 
this way, you will be directed to Vanco to enter 
your credit card information.  

FLC Foodie Meal Ministry: We are trying to build a new meal ministry. This involves 
a volunteer making or purchasing a meal for someone in need. 
 

Once information is received from our Pastor or Deacon about an FLC member needing a 
boost or some TLC, we’ll ask one of our volunteer foodies to provide a meal. This can be a 
homemade meal of your choosing or food purchased from a local restaurant. 
 

Please fill out a yellow card found in the worship chair pockets or call Tami Hall in the church office if you are willing 
and able to serve in this way.  

Members of the FLC Red Cross Shelter Team met  
recently for training.  If you are interested in being a part 
of this team in the event our Mission Center is needed 
as a shelter, please contact the church office. 

Bus Driver Needed:  Our Sunday morning bus service has a couple regular riders. 
We are in need one more bus driver for the rotation on the third Sunday of each month. You 
do not need a special driver’s license to drive the bus. Please contact Tami Hall at 402-721-
2959 or tamih@flcfremont.org if you are interested in driving the bus. 
 
To get a ride on the bus for the 8:45 service on Sunday morning, please contact Tami by 
Thursday afternoon.  



Cross+Generational LOVE Event: Over 80 adults and youth celebrated God’s love at the event on  
February 12. 

Children and Youth 

Important Dates: 
 

KidsFirst Sunday School: Sundays 9:45-10:40 am. There will be no KidsFirst on Sunday, March 19. 
 

WAM Kids: Wednesdays 4:30-6:00 pm. WAM Kids will help lead worship on March 12 at both services.  
 

Confirmation:  Wednesday 7-8 pm. Confirmation students and their families will serve the Lenten Meal on March 8.  
On Saturday, March 11, the group will go to Omaha to tour the Tri-Faith Initiative. 
 

FLYs: Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 pm. March 1 - Destination Unknown.  There is no cost for this event. FLYs will not 
meet on March 15.  
 
Valentine Cookie Sales:  Thank you to all who purchased Valentine cookies.  The fundraiser was a 
HUGE success and a great start to raising funds for the summer mission trip to Florida!  

Early Learning Center News 
 
ELC Runza Fundraiser: Dine in or drive-thru the Runza on 23rd St on Monday, March 6, 
between 5 and 8 pm.  Ten percent of proceeds will go to our ELC.  Funds will be used to 
purchase graduation robes for the Preschool. 

Left: The ELC Preschoolers provided special music at the 10:45 service on Sunday, February 12.  
Center: Dr. Ben Peters helped the kids learn about teeth during National Children’s Dental Health month.  
Right:  Some snow was brought inside for the ELC kids to play with. 

KidsFirst March Offering:  Congregation members are invited to join KidsFirst Sunday 
School in donating hand and body lotions or adult non-skid slippers. The items will be shared with 
the FirstCare ministry at First Lutheran and local care centers. 
 
During the month, they will be creating HAPPY cards to share with the First Lutheran family. 



More News 

People of First Lutheran known to have had health concerns during the past month include:  Duane Rath, 
Norma Moxness, Steve Hall, Stan Popken, Jack Mulliken, Ardyce Row, Coralee Gerdts, Florene Rumery,  
JoAnne Jessen, and Joan Wilcox. 
  
Remember to let the church office know if you are facing a health concern and will be in the 
hospital so someone can be in contact with you. If you request, the prayer chain will also be 
activated.  
 

Prayers of peace for  

• Steve & Angie Carnahan family on the loss of his father Arvene “Pete” Carnahan.  
• Lucy & Dwayne Klocke on the loss of her brother David West.  
• the family and friends of Rita Christianson. 
• for the family and friends of Elsie Saunders. 
• Brad & Sara Tucker family on the loss of his father Danny Tucker.  

Remembering in Prayer 

Mowers Needed:         The lawn mowing season will soon be upon us. We are putting together a group of  
volunteers to mow the church lawn closest to the building. The volunteers are split into 
2-person teams. If we get 20 volunteers, you mow every 10 weeks. The mowing/
trimming takes about an hour and a half. The church provides the mower, gas and 
trimmer. This is a great opportunity for a family to do together. We would like the job  
to be done on Friday or Saturday so the church looks nice on Sundays. We will plan to 
start around the middle of April. Fill out a yellow card, sign up online or call the church 
office if you can help with this “green” ministry. 

Tickets: In appreciation for rehearsal space at First Lutheran, free tickets are 
available for First Lutheran members to The Outside Mullingar. The play will be 
presented at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 202 S. 20th St., Omaha, on 
March 24-26.  If you are interested in attending, contact Dylan at 402-297-3299 
and mention you are a First Lutheran member. 

Radio and Altar Flower Sponsors: We have quite a few openings for Radio and  
Altar Flower sponsors in the next couple of months. Please consider sponsoring a date. Radio 
sponsors are $160. Altar Flowers are $50.  You can sign up at www.flcfremont.org/events or call 
the church office and someone can help you. 
 

Radio openings: March 26, April 2, 9, 23, and 30.     
Altar Flower Openings: April 9, 23, and 30. 

 
We are doing a little information gathering on this outreach ministry. If you or someone you know listens to our radio 
broadcast, please let the church office know.   

Heart of Camp:  Carol Joy Holling Camp is having a 
gala on Saturday, April 1, at A View West Shores near 
Waterloo, NE.  This fellowship dinner is a fundraiser for 
the camp and will include silent and live auctions.  Doors 
open at 5 pm. Carol Joy Holling Camp promises that no 
camper will be turned away because of their inability to 
pay.  Each year, they help nearly 3000 campers who 
need financial assistance to attend.  To buy tickets or 
learn more, visit: CarolJoyHolling.org/gala 

Artwork done at the  
February Zentangle class 



Targeted Giving…  (as of 1/31/2023)   We want to give people of FLC the opportunity to give in a 

targeted way around their particular interests and passion, as well as the needs of our mission and ministry. 
The following categories have primarily existed in our Memorial and Special Gift Account, but we want you to 
be aware of these different funds on an on-going basis. Your financial support in these targeted areas will 
bring critical support to the ministry of our congregation! Thank you for the many ways that you give!  

Worship/Music  $6,518.15 

Technology $3,258.37 

Church Home $2,790.46 

Building Maint. ($127.11) 

KidsFirst $2,933.58 

First Lutheran Youth $11,831.46 

Bible Camp Scholarship $5,178.01 

The Banquet $9,734.26 

Good Samaritan  $2,790.46 

Library  $502.55  

Radio Broadcast $4,501.00 

 

Prayer Shawl and  
   Quilt Ministry $2,219.15 

Puppets $899.31 

Spoudazo $179.72 

Zoe! $2,793.07 

Monthly Financial Report 

FLC was blessed with January pledged giving above budget!  Unfortunately, pledged giving remains under 
budget YTD by $56.5K and as we all know, expenses continue to rise. If budget is met the rest of the fiscal 
year, the projected loss for the fiscal year is $145K, depleting our reserves. As a result, we continue to look for 
ways to minimize this loss. An unbudgeted $30k grant will help bring this down to $115K loss.  ELC continues 
to cost share expenses with the church and has had a profit for the fiscal year thanks to a grant. FLC is blessed 
with many that donate their time, talent, and treasures in so many ways to FLC and the community!   
Wendy Grosse, Administrator                                                                    

The FLC Council met on 2/21/23 and reported that the work of the Call Committee has officially commenced. 

The promotional video of the life of FLC for potential pastoral candidates is completed. Thanks to Heidi Richmond 
and other key FLC staff members for organizing its production, as well as for the congregational members who 
were a part of it. Our congregation is well-represented! 

Kristen Widman, Executive Director of the youth afterschool program Aspire, presented the need for volunteers and 
assistance with programming for youth in grades 7-12 here in Fremont. The FLC Council will continue to pray 
over these needs and recommend ways our congregation can possibly be part of this mission.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kathy Kirby, Secretary of FLC Council 

 ** Full minutes are available upon request 

Council Highlights—February 

  General Fund Pledged Receipts    Building Fund Receipts  

 2021 2022 2023  2021 2022 2023 

 December     97,333.33      68,548.33       55,537.27      11,780.17    22,228.32       2,681.67  

 January    53,503.80     70,416.56       70,876.76        6,699.17       6,506.67       3,206.67  

 Total to Date   352,482.62   366,789.41     318,438.10      50,119.35     65,440.24      12,013.35 

   2022-23 General Fund      2021-22 General Fund   
  Receipts   Expenses   Net    Receipts   Expenses   Net  

 December     84,871.04     77,284.80        7,586.24    140,406.80     64,780.73     75,626.07  

 January      76,763.97       78,175.95      (1,411.98)       72,661.62       60,109.34       12,552.28  

 Total to Date      363,678.60      375,804.46    (12,125.86)   405,829.80   367,846.77    37,983.03  




